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Abstract. The article discusses Türkiye analytical centers that 
study Russia’s internal affairs in Ukraine. The brain centers involved in 
the coverage of the Russian-Ukrainian crisis have been identified, the 
materials of these “thought factories” have been selectively studied. 

 
About 7 analytical centers (ACs) of Türkiye 1 are engaged in 

post-Soviet research. However, a count of materials on the 
websites of Türkiye think tanks revealed 20 “thought factories”2 
that in one way or another cover the topics of the Russian SMO in 
Ukraine. The increased interest in Russia’s Special Military 
Operation in Ukraine and its consequences, which affected many 
countries around the world, indicates the significance of events in 
Eastern Europe for the entire world community. 

This review briefly examines 16 “think tanks” that directly 
or indirectly address the topic of the Russian-Ukrainian crisis. 
The materials of the Economic and Social Research Foundation of 
Türkiye (SETA), which is one of the largest and most influential 
Türkiye “think tanks”,3 are examined in more detail. The SETA 
website lists 34 items of materials covering the subject of SMO. 
Considering that SETA is positioned by many experts as a pro-
government AC that fully supports the policies of the ruling 
Justice and Development Party (JDP) in Türkiye and provides it 
with information, analytical and consulting services, the general 
position of the Fund when considering the SMO corresponds to 
the official position of the Türkiye leadership. Let’s look at  
8 publications by key SETA experts to get a more detailed 
understanding of the Foundation’s position on Special Military 
Operations. Of these publications, five refer to 2022, and the 
remaining 3 to 2023. 

The work of the research director of the Washington branch 
of SETA, Kilich Kanat, published in the Türkiye state daily 
newspaper Daily Sabah (dated March 9, 2022), can be considered 
one of the earliest articles on SMO. In this article he argues that 
Ankara’s position regarding the Russian – Ukrainian crisis is 
extremely clear: Russian troops must be withdrawn from the 
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territory of Ukraine, and independence and the territorial integrity 
of Ukraine must be respected by everyone. Kanat also says that 
Türkiye continues to conduct defense cooperation with Kiev and 
supply armed drones to the Ukrainians. The author also 
emphasizes the position of the Türkiye opposition forces, 
expressed in the form of absolute disagreement with the policies of 
Recep T. Erdogan and the ruling Justice and Development Party, 
accusing the latter of supporting the regime of Vladimir Putin.4   

On the same day, an article by Muhittin Ataman, editor-in-
chief of Insight Türkiye magazine, was published on the Daily 
Sabah page. Ataman argues that only the US benefited from the 
SMO, which, thanks to its launch, was able to consolidate around 
itself European partners in NATO and strengthen its position in 
Europe as a whole. At the same time, M. Ataman emphasizes the 
obvious economic losses for the countries of the European 
continent associated with the forced severance of trade and 
economic cooperation with the Russian Federation.5 

In the March 10, 2022 edition of Daily Sabah, Kilych Bugra 
Kanat, analyzing the first two weeks after the start of the SMO in 
Ukraine, rightly suggested that “it is too early to predict the 
outcome of the war or analyze the potential consequences of the 
conflict, since events are developing very quickly. Kanat analyzes 
the possible and actual economic consequences of the SMO for 
the Russian Federation, lists some foreign policy changes 
associated, first of all, with the beginning of the diplomatic 
isolation of Russia from Western countries. 

An article entitled “Bolder Steps Needed for Peace in the 
War in Ukraine,” written by SETA Brussels Coordinator and 
SETA Thematic Director for Society and Media Studies, Talha 
Köse, states that that “a change of leadership in Moscow could 
have significant consequences for all actors, but the Russian 
people and the Russian establishment are united around Putin.” 
Concluding his thoughts, the expert argues that “there is an 
urgent need to return to diplomacy in order to prevent a 
catastrophe in Ukraine. A ceasefire can only be achieved with the 
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help of bolder decisions and steps on the part of leaders in both 
Moscow and Kiev”.6 

SETA experts and some other international researchers who 
participated in the TRT World Forum 2022 “Mapping the Future: 
Uncertainties, Realities and Opportunities”, held in Istanbul, 
believe that the Russian-Ukrainian conflict will continue until 
complete mutual exhaustion, with possible “respites” to 
replenish military forces, since loss is unacceptable for both sides. 

Türkiye experts G.Sh. Ozdemir and R. Oncel, in the article 
“The War in Ukraine Revolutionized the Fight against Drones,” 
believe that a new era of UAV use may have arrived, a feature of 
which is the use of both military and civilian drones in Ukraine. 
Military and commercial unmanned aerial vehicles have brought 
more benefits to the war effort than expensive fighter jets or other 
military systems in terms of cost-effectiveness and efficiency and 
procurement capabilities. This has led to innovative operational 
concepts that demonstrate the power of simple, cheap and easy-
to-use technologies as opposed to the existing expensive and 
difficult-to-develop military mainstream. 

Kadir Ustyun, executive director of SETA in Washington, in 
his article “What is behind China’s “peace plan” for Ukraine?”, 
examines China’s position on the Russian-Ukrainian crisis 
against the backdrop of the publication of the Chinese peace plan 
for the political settlement of the Ukrainian crisis, which was 
harshly criticized in the West. The author emphasizes that 
Chinese initiatives are aimed at relieving tension in the Eastern 
European region through diplomatic means. The PRC is not 
interested in the victory of the collective West over Russia, and 
the Chinese leadership’s unofficial support for Russia, as Ustyun 
believes, is explained by China’s reluctance to enter into 
confrontation with the collective West and spoil relations with 
Ukraine, which could affect primarily the existing trade and 
economic relations between Beijing and Western partners. In this 
difficult situation, the Chinese authorities see a solution in 
unburdened support of the Russian Federation, expressed in the 
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political and economic plane, without affecting military support, 
in contrast to the costly campaign of the West to support 
Ukraine.7  

In another review, Kadyr Ustyun cites a number of 
opinions of Western politicians and experts regarding Western 
policy to support Ukraine; these points of view do not boil down 
to a single denominator regarding the degree of support 
necessary to strengthen the defense capability of the Ukrainian 
army. At the same time, Washington’s concerns are also indicated 
in connection with this support, which, to some extent, may 
weaken its military readiness to repel possible Chinese 
aggression against Taiwan. The author points out that the loss of 
diplomatic and economic relations with the West for Russia could 
be compensated by the BRICS countries and, more generally, the 
countries of the “global south,” which represent that part of the 
world that “does not seem to buy the Biden administration’s 
narrative of the historical struggle between democracies and 
autocracies in the war in Ukraine”.8 

The next center we are considering is the Foreign Policy 
Institute (DPE).9 There are 17 articles on the DPE website that 
mention events in Ukraine and Northeast Russia. Let’s consider 
two of them: from July 15, 2022 and April 2, 2023. The first 
mention concerns an interview given by Henry Kissinger to 
Bernhard Sand, a correspondent for Der Spiegel. During the 
interview, Kissinger said that the fact that all the territory 
between Berlin and the Russian border passed to NATO made 
Ukraine a key point for Russia. Kissinger also believes that the 
conflict in Ukraine, on the one hand, is being fought for the 
balance of power (in the region and the world), and on the other 
hand, when this conflict ends, the question will be whether 
Russia will achieve a coherent relationship with Europe or 
whether it will become an outpost of Asia on the border of 
Europe? The political scientist also believes that the primary 
responsibility of the US and the collective West is to prevent a 
possible war between the two largest high-tech countries – China 



 98 

and the US, which will definitely be a lose-lose for both sides.  
In the situation with Ukraine, the expert outlined it briefly: two 
nuclear groups are waging a conventional war on the territory of 
a third state.10  

The second mention is made by Gülsum Akbulut, Director 
of the Department of Global and Türkiye Economic Studies at the 
Foreign Policy Institute. In the article “The Resilience of the 
Russian Economy After the invading Ukraine,” she believes that 
the Russian economy will continue to experience recession in the 
coming years. Even if the military conflict is resolved, the 
expectation of a new Cold War era between West and East 
suggests that a return to pre-SMO economic conditions may not 
be possible. The long-term impact of sanctions on Russia’s 
economic strength remains uncertain, but it is clear that the 
country’s economic resilience has been put to a test. It is therefore 
critical for third parties to gain a comprehensive understanding 
of the long-term consequences of the conflict and the 
consequences of EU and US actions.11 

 
Center for Economic  
and Foreign Policy Research (EDAM) 
 
There are over 15 references to SMO on the EDAM12 

website. Let's consider just one of them. The authors (Tadjan 
Ildem – head of AC EDAM and expert Sedan Yulgen), describing 
the first day of the Russian Federation’s SMO in Ukraine, 
emphasize that Russia violated the basic principles directly 
related to European security, which were confirmed by the 
Helsinki Final Act of 1975, the Charter of Paris (1990.) and the 
Istanbul Charter (1999), to which it was a party. It is indicated 
that Türkiye is an important ally of NATO and, as part of its 
membership in this organization, Ankara will contribute to the 
implementation of the steps that NATO will take to strengthen 
the system of deterrence and defense. Ilden and Yulgen believe 
that in such a situation it will also be difficult for Türkiye to 
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pursue the policy of balance between its NATO allies and 
Russia.13 

Next, let’s look at two events conducted by the Eurasian 
Center for Strategic Studies (ASAM).14 The first event took place in 
April 2022 in the format of an open online lecture by Associate 
Professor of the Aegean University, historian S. Acar. As part of a 
lecture entitled “Historical Background of Türkiye-Russian-
Ukrainian Relations”, which was broadcast live via the hosting 
channel Youtube, S. Acar spoke about the relationship between the 
Turks and the Eastern Slavs, between the Ottoman and Russian 
Empires, ending his lecture with the events of today and Russia – 
Ukrainian crisis. Speaking about the current situation around the 
SMO, Acar believes that violation of the integrity of Ukraine’s 
borders is to the detriment of Türkiye. If Ankara is left alone with 
Moscow in the Black Sea, Türkiye interests in the Black Sea will 
suffer in the long term.15 Despite the fact that this video was 
published over a year ago (April 2, 2022), it has only received  
440 views to date. 

On May 16, 2022, a conference entitled “Regional 
Geopolitical Events and the US War in Ukraine” was held within 
the walls of the Eurasian Center for Strategic Studies, also posted 
on YouTube, which received less than two hundred views. 
During his speech, Türkiye expert Güçlüer listed the main stages 
in the formation of the US of America as a world power, where at 
the first stage control over Europe was established through 
NATO, at the second stage control over Africa and the Middle 
East, at the third stage a policy of establishing control over Iran 
and Russia, and finally, at the last, fourth stage, control must be 
established over China. 

In recent years, the expert believes, a policy has been 
promoted to establish control over China. To suppress the PRC, 
the Americans are using the Syrian war, the Armenian-
Azerbaijani military confrontation, events in Kazakhstan and the 
Ukrainian-Russian conflict. China is in a state of uncontrolled 
economic growth, and this economic growth also brings greater 
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political and military weight. This in turn leads to the movement 
of global capital from the West to China and East Asia. Since it is 
impossible to stop this with the help of the economy, it is possible 
that a war with China will begin in the coming years. 

However, first the US and the collective West must weaken 
Russia in order to then enter into a war with China. The author 
believes that if China continues to grow at this rate for another  
10 years, America’s hegemony will come to an end.16 

 
Türkiye Economic Policy Research Foundation (TEPAV)17 

 
TEPAV expert, Murat Ersavci, in the article (“Russia’s 

attack on Ukraine: Putin must not win”) dated December 28, 
2022, briefly describes Russia’s geopolitical successes in the 
Syrian crisis, and believes that the Kremlin has calculated the 
possible economic and diplomatic consequences that it may 
encounter after the start of the SMO in Ukraine. At the same time, 
as Savdzhi believes, the Russian leadership never expected such a 
protracted nature of the special operation. The author is confident 
that the EU and the US will continue to support Ukraine in this 
conflict so that the latter does not end up defeated. Summarizing 
his thought, Ersavci believes that Türkiye should not forget that 
its place is among Western democracies.18 

 
Economic Development Fund (IKV)19 

 
On March 17, 2023, IKV held a webinar entitled “The 

Second Year of the Russian-Ukrainian Crisis and its 
Consequences for Europe,” during which the Foundation’s 
expert, Eralp, emphasized that Türkiye’s geopolitical importance 
has increased after the Russian-Ukrainian war. While his 
colleague, Achykmedzhe, noted that the Russian-Ukrainian war 
has changed the security paradigm in Europe in areas such as 
defense, finance, energy and food. 
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In turn, the Secretary General of the Economic Development 
Fund said that the war did not hinder, but rather accelerated the 
process of the EU’s transition to renewable energy sources. Finally, 
the Secretary General noted that the EU is moving towards 
overcoming bureaucratic barriers in order to speed up the 
decision-making process on energy and investment projects.20 

 
Center for Middle Eastern Studies (ORSAM)21 

 
The article “Changes in Ukraine’s Middle East Policy”22 

talks about the rapprochement of Ukraine with some states of the 
Middle East. In particular, this concerns KSA, whose Foreign 
Minister made a visit to Ukraine in February 2023, as a result of 
which KSA allocated $400 million as humanitarian aid to 
Ukraine, as in the previous year. This fact allowed some part of 
the expert community to assume that bilateral relations are 
reaching a new level. 

In its articles, ORSAM focuses more on the impact of the 
Russian-Ukrainian crisis on processes in international politics that 
have both regional and global significance. They are mentioned in 
articles such as: “Biden’s Iraq Policy: Restoring US-Iraqi Relations 
After the War in Ukraine”;23 ”Strengthening Iranian-Russian energy 
competition after the (end of) the war in Ukraine;24 Is Morocco 
leaving behind its neutral position in the war in Ukraine?”;25 
“Impact of the Russian-Ukrainian conflict on Africa”;26 “Russian 
Invasion of Ukraine and Possible Consequences for Moscow’s Arms 
Exports to the Middle East”;27 “The influence of the Northern 
Military District on Russia’s position in Syria: foreign fighters and 
problems of the population”;28 “Iran’s war with Ukraine: economic 
and strategic prospects and other materials. 

 
Türkiye Asian Center for Strategic Studies (TASAM)29 
 
Hassan Kanpolat in the article “Ukrainian War: What Did 

Russia Do Wrong?”30, analyzes the Russian North Military 
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District in Ukraine and describes the general course of the 
military operation. He believes it is too early to say how the SMO 
will develop further, saying that time will tell. 

 
Institute of 21st Century Türkiye (21YYTE)31 
 
Umut Badakoglu32 speaks about the state of Russia’s tank 

and armored capabilities in the Northern Military District, as well 
as the role of armored forces in various conflicts in the world. The 
author identifies the key characteristics of tanks that are currently 
attracting the attention of American, Chinese, Türkiye and other 
armies of the world. 

In the article “British-German conflict in the Ukrainian-
Russian war”,33 Alaeddin Yalchinkaya writes that the British and 
Americans are deliberately weakening Germany, and, at the same 
time, trying to prevent a possible alliance between the Russian 
Federation and Germany. The author briefly talks about 
England’s policy towards Germany (Europe) and Russia, carried 
out over the past centuries. Yalcinkaya believes that the existing 
Russian-Ukrainian conflict will continue. 

The website of the analytical center contains a total of more 
than 7 articles directly or indirectly related to the subject of SMO. 
In general, the authors focus more attention on international and 
global politics, the development of world trends in various 
aspects of the life of states, periodically making excursions into 
the history of international relations during the Cold War and 
earlier historical periods. 

 
Strategic Thinking Institute (SDE)34 
 
Ilyas Syupurgedzhi in the article “The importance of the 

center of gravity and balance in the war over the Russian-
Ukrainian struggle” reflects on the centers of gravity of Russia 
and Ukraine, emphasizing that the West and Ukraine consider 
the Kremlin as such a center of gravity in the Russian Federation. 
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In turn, writes Syupurgedzhi, Kyiv was initially considered the 
center of gravity of Ukraine, but later the Donbass region and the 
Black Sea ports also began to be perceived as such. 

In total, SDE has 5 articles related to the subject of SMO. 
 
Strategic Studies Center (ASSAM)35 
 
Ali Qajar, in the article “The situation in the 8th month of 

the Russian-Ukrainian conflict,” believes that the situation 
around the SMO is a continuation of the policy of the global 
oligarchy to establish control over the world, by organizing a 
global economic recession, inciting conflicts, etc., which should 
also lead to a significant reduction in the world population.36 

A similar position is taken by Suat Gün, who noted that 
representatives of world/global capital manage not only 
organizations, but also entire states, pursuing exclusively their 
own goals, which run counter to the generally accepted official 
position of states. 

 
Ankara Policy Center (APM)37 
 
Diplomat Metin Kılıc, in the article “The situation in 

Central Asia after the (beginning of) the Russian-Ukrainian 
conflict: Kazakhstan,” cites Kazakhstan’s position on the SMO, 
outlines Kazakh-Russian and Kazakh-Chinese relations. The 
author points to the strengthening of relations between Astana 
and Beijing and mutual interest in further enhancing bilateral 
cooperation within the framework of the One Belt, One Road 
initiative.38 

In March and September 2022, two online conferences were 
held under the special APM section ‘Diplomatic wisdom’, 
numbers 10 and 12 on the topics: “Russian-Ukrainian conflict in 
global strategic competition and its impact on international 
security” and “Ukraine: what’s going on?”39 Türkiye experts took 
part in the first conference, and the second also included the 
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Ambassador of Ukraine to Türkiye V. Bodnar and former adviser 
to the Prime Minister of Ukraine on Foreign Affairs E. Gaber.  
The current situation in the Northeast Military District zone was 
discussed, as well as Ukraine’s position on this issue. 

 
Center for Eurasian Studies (AVİM)40 
 
The materials of the analytical center posted on the AVIM 

website include articles from the Türkiye state news channel 
“TRT Haber”, which, firstly, suggests that AVIM does not have 
its own analytics on the topic of SMO; secondly, that the opinion 
of the state, and therefore the state and pro-government ACs, 
coincides with the opinion of AVIM. 

 
Center for Strategic Studies of the Sages (BİLGESAM)41 
 
An expert at the BİLGESAM analytical center, I. Yulger, 

believes that the beginning of the Russian-Ukrainian crisis caused 
a reconsideration of European security issues and increased EU 
funding for defense. As an example, Julger cites Germany, which 
initially did not consider increasing military spending, but 
changed its mind on this matter after the events of February 24, 
2022.42 

 
Center for Humanitarian and Social Research  
(İNSAMER)43 

 
Center employee F. Beyaz, in the article “China’s attitude to 

the Russian-Ukrainian conflict,” believes that the conflict between 
Russia and Ukraine has created the ground on which China can 
challenge the international system, although not directly, not 
openly. China is trying to turn existing geopolitical realities into 
opportunities without damaging its image in international 
relations and at the same time undermining the global authority 
of the US. The author emphasizes that with its position regarding 
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the Russian-Ukrainian conflict, China is trying to show that it is 
not opposed to the EU, taking a position that does not provoke 
the European Union, thereby maintaining the balance of power.44 

 
Caucasus Center for Strategic Studies (KAFKASSAM)45  
 
Borzu Daragahi, speaking about the incident that occurred 

on the night of May 3, 2023, when unmanned aerial vehicles 
attacked the Moscow Kremlin, believes that a series of events of 
this kind (including an attack on an oil depot in Crimea April 29 
of this year and other events), make it clear that the location of 
the upcoming battles will not be limited to the geography of 
Ukraine and the Russian border region.46 

 
Conclusion 
 
A review of Türkiye’s “thought factories” showed that, in 

general, they cover and analyze events related to the Russian 
North Military District in Ukraine close to the official position of 
the Türkiye leadership. Despite the presence of some points 
related to the easy condemnation of Russia’s policy regarding the 
start of the military action in Ukraine in the first weeks after the 
start of the conflict, in general, it is of a rather restrained nature 
(especially when compared with the rhetoric of Western experts). 

As a result of a small review (which does not imply a 
detailed consideration of all available materials), it was revealed 
that anti-Russian rhetoric in the materials of the Türkiye AC is 
present (albeit in a superficial and insignificant form in terms of 
content) in 7 of the 20 analytical centers of the Türkiye Republic.47 
However, their popularity and influence (including the reach of 
the target audience) are much inferior to the SETA Foundation 
for Economic and Social Research, which suggests that, in 
general, the negativity towards Russian policy in Ukraine is 
completely (or mostly) leveled out by government and near-
government think tanks and the media. 
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The negative rhetoric of the SMO of the RF is rather 
superficial and is mainly associated with a painful awareness of 
the growing influence of Russia in the Black Sea region and the 
greater penetration of the US into the zone of Türkiye geopolitical 
interests. Considering the special role that Türkiye is trying to 
play in world geopolitics, any intervention by extra-regional 
powers in its zone of interests is perceived quite painfully by it. 

Despite the fact that there are materials (7 AC) condemning 
the policy of the Russian Federation in Ukraine, the essence of the 
articles reviewed is more neutral in nature, aimed at an analytical 
overview of the general situation and the alignment of regional 
and global forces in this conflict. The presence of anti-Western 
and anti-American attacks in publications indicates Türkiye’s 
special position regarding the Russian-Ukrainian conflict, despite 
its close mutual relations with Western states. Considering that 
the largest and most influential AC in Türkiye, SETA, described 
the current situation around the NWO in neutral tones, we can 
say that all state media in Türkiye, as well as a number of news 
agencies affiliated with the Türkiye government, take a similar 
position on the SMO. 
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Abstract. The Türkiye Parliament ratified Sweden’s accession to 

NATO. The process was quite complex and accelerated after a telephone 
conversation between Türkiye President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and the 
US President Joe Biden. It should be assumed that the parties were able 
to reach an agreement among themselves and each received a certain 
benefit. It is obvious that Türkiye asked for EU membership, 
strengthening the country’s defense potential, and economic benefits. 
The US put forward a number of its demands, which certainly affected 
the issue of relations between Türkiye and Russia. The article also 


