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Abstract. The purpose of the study is to examine the economic 
problems arising from the ongoing refugee reception process in Türkiye. 
The volume of immigration has been increasing over a long period and 
has reached its peak at the present time. Many people were forced to 
immigrate to Türkiye due to the recent wars in the Middle East. Most 
immigrants enter our country illegally, which puts Türkiye in a 
difficult situation, but migrants also face problems. It is obvious that 
economic problems are particularly acute, and these problems have two 
different aspects. Firstly, there are the economic problems faced by 
immigrants themselves who want to achieve better opportunities in 
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Türkiye; secondly, there are the problems of inflation and 
unemployment that the Türkiye government faces due to immigrants. 
At the same time, problems arise between residents and aliens. 
 

Introduction 
 

Migration is an interdisciplinary field that has many 
definitions but no general rule. We can divide migration into 
forced and voluntary; the purposes for migration may be labour 
or asylum; and methods of reaching the destination can be either 
legal or illegal [1, p. 1686]. The concept of international migration 
is used to describe the movement of citizens of one country 
across state boundaries to another country for reasons that are 
determined by push and pull factors. Push factors encourage 
people to leave their country and pull factors instil a desire to 
achieve a higher and safer standard of living in other countries. 
While not all cross-border movements fall within the definition of 
international migration, long-term and settlement movements of 
people do [2, p. 311]. 

It is known that the determining factor for all migrants is 
the improvement of living and working conditions. Thus, the 
main reasons that prompt people to move to another locality are 
unsatisfying conditions in the place of residence or a desire for 
better opportunities. However, no matter the motive, people 
setting off on such a journey face many problems, primarily 
economic ones [3, p. 166]. In addition, globalization leads to 
increasing the wealth gap between countries, which, in turn, 
stimulates migration [4, p. 164]. Although migration appears to 
be a one-way movement, when we take into account the return of 
economic and social capital, it becomes clear that migration is 
actually a multi-directional movement. In this regard, many 
countries view the migration process as an opportunity not only 
to reduce the level of unemployment and lower the population 
affected by it, but also to receive additional remittance [1,  
p. 1692]. However, when assessing the current situation in 
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Türkiye, it becomes obvious that migration does not always yield 
the same results and is often fraught with economic problems. 
Therefore, it is advisable to examine the history of international 
migration in Türkiye, as well as the scale of migration and the 
regulation of migration policy. 
 

Overview of the History  
of International Migration in Türkiye 

 
Türkiye is located at the crossroads between Europe and 

Asia, which has witnessed numerous migration events 
throughout history. Due to its location on international migration 
routes, Türkiye is either a destination or transit country for 
migration. In the 19th century, migration to Türkiye intensified 
and is still intense to this day. According to the country’s 
migration history, more than 6.5 million people have migrated to 
Türkiye since 1859. It is believed that in the 19th century a large 
number of Circassians from the Caucasus and a small number of 
Jews, immigrated to Türkiye. In the 20th century, there was a 
mass migration of Muslims, especially from the Balkan Peninsula 
[5, p. 209–210; 6]. 

Throughout its history, Türkiye has received millions of 
immigrants; however, there is also external migration in the 
country. In the 1950s, there was an active labour migration from 
Türkiye to Europe in accordance with the agreement on 
attracting labour from Türkiye to the countries of the European 
Economic Community. Judging by the reports, the largest 
number of departures from Türkiye to Europe took place in 1980 
[2, p. 182–183]. 

Since 1980, Türkiye has experienced a massive influx of 
refugees or asylum seekers. In 1989, more than 300 thousand 
Bulgarian citizens of Türkiye and Pomak origin were forced to 
flee to Türkiye, where they sought asylum (Pomaks are those 
whose ancestors converted to Islam). Another wave of refugees 
hit Türkiye in 1991, when requests for asylum came from half a 
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million people, mostly Kurds; fleeing persecution by Saddam 
Hussein and his army, they tried to cross the mountains and 
enter Türkiye [7, p. 297]. 

In 2011, due to the outbreak of the civil war in Syria, more 
than 3.6 million people migrated to Türkiye in a short period of 
time, thus starting a period of migration unprecedented in 
history. Many of the country’s citizens were fleeing ISIS forces or 
fearing reprisals from government troops. Seeking refuge in 
Türkiye, millions of Syrians moved there thanks to Türkiye’s 
“open door policy”. It is widely known that in 2014 Türkiye 
became the host of the largest number of refugees in the world [8, 
p. 40]. In 2018, it retained this status for the fifth year in a row, 
accepting 3.7 million refugees, mostly Syrians. In 2021, the 
number of Syrian migrants in Türkiye continued to grow; they 
are under temporary protected status. In addition, Türkiye has 
recently experienced a large number of incidents related to illegal 
migration. Between 2015 and 2021, more than 1.5 million illegal 
migrants were detained, mainly from Afghanistan, Pakistan and 
Iraq. Among the detained illegal migrants, the largest groups are 
citizens of Afghanistan (470 thousand people) and Pakistan  
(196 thousand people). However, thousands more illegal 
migrants continue to live in Türkiye [9, p. 34]. 

In the post-Cold War period, Türkiye’s experience with 
migration was shaped by many internal and external factors. 
Globalization has become an important external force that has 
contributed to the rapid transformation of Türkiye into a 
“country of transit”. In addition, in the 2000s, Türkiye faced 
problems in developing migration policies. This was due to the 
national-state structure of Türkiye society. Since a nation-state is 
a community that regards itself as one people with a common 
territory and a single narrative, then international migrants could 
not be part of this narrative in Türkiye, which violated the 
fundamental principle of the nation. In this context, the country’s 
traditional immigration policy in the 20th century was largely 
determined by state building processes, as well as the desire to 
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preserve a homogeneous national identity [10, p. 178]. It is 
obvious that both the political and economic aspects of this 
situation in Türkiye are volatile and problematic. 

 
Social and Economic Challenges of Migration 
 
The influx of migrants to Türkiye in recent years has 

brought with it many challenges, especially social and economic 
ones. Türkiye’s various policies, especially regarding Syrian 
migrants, have been aimed at finding temporary solutions to 
problems. The practice of granting “guest” status, which was 
initially adopted with the expectation that the crisis in Syria 
would be short-lived and asylum seekers would return to their 
countries, soon had to be adjusted. It became clear that the 
integration of refugees was possible, first by granting them 
temporary protection status (2014), and then by granting them 
the right to work and access to Türkiye citizenship (2016), albeit 
very limited in nature. After 2017, there was the question of the 
expulsion of Syrians in government discourse. In 2019, it was 
noted that, on the one hand, specific policies reflected this 
intention of “repatriation”, but, on the other hand, there were 
plans developed for the integration of Syrians [11, p. 319–320]. 

One of the issues is that the implementation of this policy 
implies an official and public acknowledgment that the majority 
of Syrian refugees are not going to return to Syria and are staying 
in Türkiye for a lengthy period of time. The priority for the 
Turkish government is to mitigate this highly politicized issue, as 
well as the increasingly negative public sentiment against the 
continued presence of Syrian refugees. Therefore, it is necessary 
to effectively demonstrate the economic benefits to the host 
community, as well as the benefits of social cohesion between 
refugees and the host community through integration, as 
opposed to the social and political problems that will arise if 
refugees are continuously isolated [12, p. 7]. 
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There is an opinion that societies with cultural similarities 
will not have problems coexisting. However, an in-depth analysis 
of Syrian immigration in Türkiye shows that while cultural 
proximity initially plays a positive role, its favourable effects 
decrease as the duration of stay in the country increases. There 
are many factors, the most relevant of which is the size of the 
later inflows of migrants; it can even be argued that it is the key 
factor. Moreover, a large number of immigrants can be a basis for 
discrimination and interfere with the construction of a new 
identity. This situation can become a serious obstacle to 
adaptation processes. The fact that there are publicized 
discriminatory statements against migrants and their children is 
an issue that Türkiye should pay attention to [9, p. 328]. 

With 1 million refugees reaching school age in 2018, 
Türkiye committed to including all Syrian refugee children 
previously attending temporary education centres in the national 
education system by 2020 [8, p. 193]. However, this poses many 
problems. Listed below are the major barriers to schooling for 
Syrian children living outside the refugee camps in Türkiye. 

1. A language barrier. Due to the fact that migrant children 
speak only Arabic, they face a language barrier in Türkiye 
schools. Research shows that schoolchildren in Türkiye are not 
receiving proper education and are lagging behind. 

2. Economic hardships. Due to economic hardships, 
immigrant families cannot afford the cost of education of their 
children. To meet their basic needs, many families are forced to 
make their children work. 

3. Social cohesion. Some Syrian families are reluctant to enrol 
their children in schools due to fears that their children are going 
to be bullied at school and have difficulty socializing with their 
classmates [13, p. 57]. It is clear that migrant families’ fear of their 
children getting hurt outweighs their desire for them to benefit 
from education. 

It is known that migrants have problems with education 
and healthcare. Although Arabic language training was provided 
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in temporary educational centres for immigrants, the desired 
results could not be achieved due to the lack of accreditation. 
This situation slows down the adaptation and social integration 
of immigrant children. 

However, the employment of Syrian doctors and teachers 
in the fields of healthcare and education is progressing well. Still, 
technical issues and an increase in the number of school-age 
children have resulted in many endeavours not taking place.  
In addition, children with special needs could not receive the 
necessary care due to the lack of experienced teachers [8, p. 248]. 

Another issue the government is worried about is a high 
birth rate among immigrants. Moreover, this is happening 
against the background of a decline in the birth rate among 
Türkiye women (in 2022, the fertility index was 1.38, whereas in 
2017 it was 2.1). This situation threatens Türkiye’s demographic 
structure [9, p. 64–65; 14, p. 599]. In addition, migrants have 
changed the ethnic and religious balance in many regions, 
especially in Kilis, Hatay and Gaziantep. We can say that 
contradictions between Sunnis and Alawites have intensified in 
many regions [15, p. 3].  

Apart from the social problems caused by migration in 
Türkiye, which we have tried to explain above, there are also 
many economic issues. In the early years of migration, there were 
no major economic problems and migrants were not a subject of 
debate. However, after the currency devaluation and debt crisis 
in 2018, the impact of migrants on the economy became a focus of 
controversy. As noted above, rising unemployment and an influx 
of refugees slowed economic growth. In addition, competition for 
jobs and in business was rising, which significantly soured 
relations between the host society and immigrants [16, p. 2]. 

Competition in the labour market is one of the main 
economic challenges immigrants face. When migrants arrive in a 
host country, they often enter competition with local workers for 
jobs, especially in low-skilled industries. Such competition can lead 
to stagnation and even salary reduction for local employees [17,  



 70 

p. 3–4]. Moreover, migrants may face discrimination in the labour 
market, which can limit their employment opportunities and result 
in lower wages than that of local workers [18]. We can say that 
there are similar cases in Türkiye. Native-born workers face wage 
stagnation and unemployment, especially due to the fact that 
migrants agree to work for lower wages. At the same time, it is 
obvious that migrants are unable to work for adequate wages. 

Without a work permit, Syrian refugees face major financial 
hardships. In the Türkiye labour market, there are particularly 
many illegal Syrian immigrants who are not registered as 
refugees. These immigrants typically use their savings to rent 
small apartments and work under the table in textile factories, 
clothing stores, restaurants, construction and agricultural sites.  
If such Syrians are caught by the police, they are sent to refugee 
camps. As illegal workers, they earn less than the minimum 
wage, which is reported to be $250–300 per month, an amount 
sufficient to cover basic living expenses. Some manage to scrape 
together enough money to send some of their earnings back to 
their families in Syria [15, p. 10]. 

The situation was further complicated due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Most refugees in Türkiye have limited access to essential 
items that help stay healthy during a pandemic, such as hygiene 
supplies and personal protective equipment. The economic 
downturn caused by the COVID-19 pandemic has left hundreds of 
thousands of Syrian refugees in an even more drastic situation [19,  
p. 130]. In 2019, the share of Syrian migrant workers was 37.9 per cent, 
dropping to 29.4 per cent in 2020 due to the pandemic. It is clear that 
many migrants, whose psychological state was negatively affected 
by the situation, lost their jobs [9, p. 292].  

Today, Afghans are another group of migrants that have 
social and economic problems. Due to recent political events in 
Afghanistan, Türkiye faces numerous cases of illegal migration 
from this country [20, p. 81]. These unregistered migrants are 
known to work in many regions of the country. Therefore, it is 
not possible to assess the extent to which informal employment is 
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affecting the economy. However, the arrival of millions of 
migrants in Türkiye has led to an increase in housing prices. In 
addition, the shrinking of zones of employment led to a decrease 
in wages and the level of social welfare. Migrants also had an 
important role in the sharp increase in inflation [16, p. 4]. 

Afghans migrate to Türkiye to either settle there or move to 
a third country. The goal of those Afghan migrants who are 
planning to stay in Türkiye is to improve living conditions. 
Housing, healthcare, employment and economic environment are 
not particularly migrant-friendly. Those who arrive in Türkiye as 
temporary asylum seekers with the purpose of resettlement to a 
third country are lingering there as long as possible. However, 
Afghan migrants face problems in both cases. Migrants who want 
to get the best opportunities for employment and living 
conditions find themselves in a difficult situation and do not 
register. In addition, Afghan migrants who choose to resettle to a 
third country are faced with a long relocation process, reduced 
quotas for entry into third countries, uncertainty in obtaining the 
status, no work permit and the inability to use public services [21, 
p. 106]. 

Certain steps are being taken in order to address the 
challenges that Afghan migrants and the government of Türkiye 
face in connection with the migration process. Due to the 
strengthening of migration to Türkiye, especially through 
Afghanistan and Pakistan, security measures were strengthened 
at the Iranian border. To prevent migrants from entering the 
country, Türkiye managed to build border walls in a short period 
time. In 2019, a 182 km long wall was built on the border with 
Iran. Moreover, in 2020, Türkiye constructed an 81 km long wall 
along the Iranian border in the Ağrı Province. And finally, in 
2021, the construction of 43 kilometres of wall on the border in 
the Hakkâri Province was completed. These partial fences are 
supposed to cover the entire Iranian border [22, p. 26]. Having 
spent significant funds on the accommodation of migrants, 
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Türkiye also had to finance the erection of protective structures in 
order to keep new refugees from entering the country. 

Lastly, it should be noted that the economic consequences 
of migration are the subject of constant debate. Some experts 
argue that mass migration can stabilize the population and 
contribute to the development of multicultural societies [23]. 
However, since the economic consequences of migration are 
complex and multi-layered, for their full understanding an 
additional research is being called for [24]. 

 
Conclusion 
 
In conclusion, we would like to note that Türkiye was a 

witness to many migration events both in the past and present. 
Mass migration phenomenon that started in the 19th century is 
especially noticeable. During that period, Türkiye with an 
agriculture-based economy was not wholly susceptible to the 
negative impact of migration. However, it is clear that migration 
affected the economic activities that developed and diversified 
starting in the 20th century. In addition, recent migrations to 
Türkiye, especially from Syria and Afghanistan (the latter is 
illegal) put many problems on the agenda. We can say that both 
migrants and Türkiye are facing diverse challenges. 

According to the data, migrants most often experience 
economic problems that have a far-reaching impact on their well-
being. These problems include financial difficulties, troubles 
adjusting to the new economic conditions, discrimination and 
limited employment opportunities. The COVID-19 pandemic 
aggravated these economic issues, widening the inequality and 
making it more difficult for migrants to earn their livelihood. At 
the same time, inflation in Türkiye increased at the expense of 
migrants, while competition for jobs between local residents and 
labour migrants did not ensure economic prosperity of any of the 
parties. As you can see, there are situations where the basic need 
for housing is not being met fully. Therefore, politicians and 
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interested parties should address economic problems related to 
migration. To eliminate economic problems, it is crucial to ensure 
the well-being of migrants and the local population, as well as the 
successful integration of migrants into a new society. 

It is clear that migrants face many social challenges. There 
are issues with ensuring access to housing, medical services and 
education opportunities. In addition, various migrant-related 
problems give rise to tensions in society. As a result, as the 
Türkiye economy is increasingly confronted with such problems 
as recession, high inflation and devaluation of the lyre, 
resentment towards refugees is growing, fuelling nationalist 
sentiments. Time will tell what means Türkiye will resort to in 
order to address challenges in connection with international 
migration. 

 
References 
 

1. Yılmaz A. Uluslararası Göç: Çeşitleri, Nedenleri ve Etkileri, Turkish Studies, 
9/2, Ankara, 2014, P. 1685–1704. 

2. İçduygu A., Erder S, Gençkaya Ö.F. Türkiye’nin Uluslararası Göç Politikaları 
1923–2023: Ulus Devlet Oluşumundan Ulus-Ötesi Dönüşümlere, Koç 
Üniversitesi Göç Araştırmalar Merkezi, İstanbul, 2014, 406 p. 

3. Uğurlu, C. Emek Göçüne Bir Örnek: Van’dan Yapılan Mevsimlik İşçi Göçü. 
Ed. Deniz, Orhan ve Yıldız, Mehmet Zeydin, Van’da Göçmenlik Halleri, 
2022, 238 p. 

4. Kale B. Düzensiz Transit Göç Ülkesi Olarak Türkiye: Kontrol Edilemeyeni 
Yönetebilmek İçin Yeni Bir Strateji, Çelebi Ö., Özçürümez S., Türkaya Ş. 
(Ed.), İltica Uluslararası Göç ve Vatansızlık: Kuram, Gözlem ve Politika, 
Birleşmiş Milletler Mülteciler Yüksek Komiserliği, Ankara 2011, P. 164–175. 

5. Özbay F. Dünden Bugüne Aile, Kent ve Nüfus, İletişim Yayınları, İstanbul, 
2015, 352 p. 

6. T.C. İçişleri Bakanlığı Göç İdaresi Genel Müdürlüğü, Göç Tarihi. – URL: 
https://www.goc.gov.tr/goc-tarihi (date of access: 24.09.2023). 

7. Kirişçi K., Karaca S. Hoşgörü ve Çelişkiler: 1989, 1991 ve 2011’de Türkiye’ye 
Yönelen Kitlesel Mülteci Akınları, Der. Erdoğan M.M. & Kaya A., 
Türkiye’nin Göç Tarihi 14. Yüzyıldan 21. Yüzyıla Türkiye’ye Göçler, 
İstanbul Bilgi Üniversitesi Yayınları, İstanbul, 2015, 352 p. 



 74 

8. IOM World Migration Report 2020, International Organization for Migration, 
Switzerland, 475 p. – URL: https://publications.iom.int/system/ 
files/pdf/wmr_2020.pdf 

9. Erdoğan M.M. Suriyeliler Barometresi, Eğiten Kitap Yayıncılık, Ankara, 2022, 
358 p. 

10. İçduygu A., Aksel D.B. Turkish Migration Policies: A Critical Historical 
Retrospective, PERCEPTIONS: Journal of International Affairs, 18 (3), 2013,  
P. 167–190. 

11. İçduygu, A., Demiryontar, B. Türkiye’de devlet ve Suriyeli mülteciler: çelişkili 
politikalar ve araçsal rasyonellik. İstanbul Ticaret Üniversitesi Sosyal 
Bilimler Dergisi Türkiye’nin Göç Siyaseti Özel Sayısı, 21 (Özel Sayı), 2022,  
P. 316–334. DOI:10.46928/iticusbe.1182299. 

12. Erdoğan M.M., Kirişci K., Uysal G. Improving Syrian Refugee Inclusion in the 
Turkish Economy, World Refugee & Migration Council, 2021, P. 1–53. 

13. Sarvan S., Efe E. Suriyeli Çocuk Mülteciler ve Sorunları, Suriyeli Çocuk 
Mülteciler ve Sorunları, Balıkesir Sağlık Bilimleri Dergisi, 10 (1), 2020, P. 55–67. 

14. Coşan B. Türkiye’de Doğurganlığın Değişimi: Sosyal Politika Açısından 
Riskler ve Fırsatlar. Sosyal Politika Çalışmaları Dergisi, 22 (56), 2022,  
P. 597–617. DOI:10.21560/spcd.vi.963155. 

15. Cagaptay S., Menekse B. The impact of Syria’s refugees on Southern Turkey: 
Revised and Updated. Washington Institute for Near East Policy, 
Washington, 2014, P. 1–32. 

16. Tanrıkulu F. The Political Economy of Migration and Integration: Effects of 
Immigrants on the Economy in Turkey, Journal of Immigrant & Refugee Studies, 
2020, P. 364–377. – URL: https://doi.org/10.1080/15562948.2020.1810840 

17. Docquier F., Özden Ç., Peri G. The Labor Market Effects Of İmmigration And 
Emigration İn Oecd Countries. SSRN Electronic Journal, 2021, P. 1–55. 
https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.1981214. 

18. Esses V.M., Dovidio J.F., Jackson L.M., Armstrong T.L. The İmmigration 
Dilemma: The Role of Perceived Group Competition, Ethnic Prejudice, and 
National İdentity, Journal of Social Issues, 57 (3), 2001, P. 389–412. – URL: 
https://doi.org/10.1111/0022-4537.00220. 

19. Ertürk, S. A. Koronavirüs Salgınının Türkiye’deki Suriyelilere Etkileri Üzerine  
İlk İzlen – imler. Göç Dergisi, 7 (1), 2020, P. 121–146. – URL: 
https://doi.org/10.33182/gd.v7i1.691. 

20. Üstün K., Vargün B. Uluslararası Göç ve Afgan Göçmenler Örneği, Belgü 
Dergisi, 6, 2022, P. 76–86. 

21. Karakaya C., Karakaya E.N. Türkiye’nin Göz Ardı Edilen Göçmenleri: 
Afganlar. Uluslararası Kültürel ve Sosyal Araştırmalar Dergisi (UKSAD), 
7(1), Yaz, 2021, P. 100–111. 



 75

22. Ünay H. Sınırsız Dünyadan Duvarlı Dünyaya: Göçe Karşı İnşa Edilen Sınır 
Duvarları Üzerine Türkiye Merkezli Bir Değerlendirme, İnsan Hareketliliği 
Uluslararası Dergisi, 2 (1), 2022, P. 10–37. 

23. Lesthaeghe R. The Second Demographic Transition: A Concise Overview of 
İts Development. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 111(51), 
2014, P. 18112–18115. – URL: https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1420441111. 

24. Borjas G. J. Assimilation and Changes İn Cohort Quality Revisited: What 
Happened To İmmigrant Earnings İn the 1980s. Journal of Labor Economics, 
13(2), 1995, P. 201–245. https://doi.org/10.1086/298373. 

 
Received: 11.12.2023.                                               Accepted for publication: 28.12.2023. 

 
 

VLADIMIR KIRICHENKO. IRAN-SAUDI RECONCILIATION: 
IMPACT ON THE SITUATION IN THE REGION  

Keywords: Saudi Arabia; Iran; 
diplomatic relations; Arab-Israeli conflict. 

Vladimir Kirichenko,   
Research Associate, 
Institute of Oriental Studies, RAS,  
e-mail: black-whit@yandex.ru 
© V. Kirichenko 2024 
 
Citation: Kirichenko V. Iran-Saudi Reconciliation: Impact on 

the Situation in the Region // Russia and the Moslem World, 
2024, № 3 (325), P. 75–89. DOI: 10.31249/rmw/2024.03.06 

  
Abstract. The article reveals the resumption of diplomatic 

relations between Saudi Arabia and Iran in 2023. Diplomatic relations 
were interrupted in 2016 after the destruction of Saudi diplomatic 
missions in Tehran by protesters against the execution of the famous 
Shiite theologian Nimr al-Nimr in the kingdom. Also, a significant part 
of the article is devoted to the escalation of the Palestinian-Israeli 
conflict, which began on October 7, 2023. The reaction of the main 
regional actors to this event is considered. 

 


